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The Wonderful World of Freemasonry --- Grand Masters Program

From The East

My brethren it is hard to believe that we
are approaching the halfway point of the
Masonic year. It has been very busy and
has sped by at a blinding rate. On April
25" we Raised Brother Jeffery Heston to
the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. | feel
Brother Jeff received an excellent degree, thanks to
all who participated in this event, especially the
degree and lecture teams. They put this evening
over the top for the benefit of Brother Jeff. We
started this night with our second annual Chili
Cook-off that was won by Brother John Wood,
Junior Steward. He will be presented with his
plaque and gift certificate on May 9™

Plans are proceeding with our Table Lodge on June
13", see the Junior Ward
information. Place your paid reservations with me
as soon as possible to insure you have a seat for this
special event. We only have a limited number of
seats (60) and they are going fast.

On Saturday, April 19" WB Don Ritchie (see the
Senior Wa r d e n dyself atended & |
Prince Hall Lodge to witness the raising of 10 new
Master Masons. This was an extremely enjoyable
day and | would encourage any brother to visit a
Prince Hall Lodge should they have the time. | am
hopeful that they will accept my invitation to visit
Acacia Lodge when they can fit it into their
schedule.

Please check the Trestleboard for dates of interest.
You will see that many events and activities are
planned and we want you to take part in all that you
can find the time for. Some of the activities will be
once in a lifetime events that should add to your
Masonic memories.

There are a number of projects that 1 would like to
see started or completed before the end of my year.

1. We are funding our charity projects with

donations from our various dinners and have really
seen the generosity of Freemasonry. 2. Our website
should see an update and additional items of interest
added. 3. We wi | | wor k to
Ac aci & 0A committee will be formed to
investigate the endowment of our non-endowment
brethren (what is the criteria needed to have the
lodge endow a member). These are a few of the
projects that we are working on for your benefit and
enjoyment. Do you have any projects or
suggestions for your lodge. If so, please call or
email me or any of your other lodge officers.

In September, we  wi | | hol d a
This is where we ask non-masons who we feel well
make good Masons to come to Euclid Temple for
an evening of good food, friendship and
information. Now is the time to start thinking about

e Whe ¥ou wpyld like fojseg as & mgrpber of gupgreat
fraternity. Some of our candidates have
experienced this event and have said that they were
convinced to take the next step and join our
fraternity because of the information presented
during our Friendship Night. Who do you know
that would make a good mason? Son, son-in-law,

€ )grand®oR, Barber, neighbor, co-worker, etc. Start to
look around and talk up the benefits of being a
member of this venerated fraternity!

I remain yours in fraternal friendship,

James R. Cogan, Sr.
Worshipful Master

Secretaryodts Corner

We need your help in keeping our member
database current. Please remember to tell
us when you move. Contact me by phone
= (440) 585-8409, snail mail or email
billd21@juno.com.

Your Lodge Secretary, Bill Dornback 111 P.M.

"Men do not care how nobly they live, but only how long they
live, although it is in the reach of every man to live nobly, but
within no man's power to live long." - Seneca
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From the West:

One day in early April a young
man that performs service work at
my home informed me that he,
along with nine others, was being
raised to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason on April 19. He asked me if | would like
to attend and as | had never been to a Prince Hall Lodge,
I thought this would be an excellent opportunity
tohexpand my horizonso.

I had asked a humber of brothers to join me at a Chapter
meeting a couple days later, and was surprised at the
response, it seemed as though there were about a dozen
that expressed an enthusiastic desire to join me,
however, it was discovered that this was also the date of
the Scottish Rite Reunion.

The following Friday | asked a few Brothers at Acacia
Lodge if they would like to join me but due to prior
commitments only WB Cogan was able to attend.

We arrived at the Prince Hall lodge on Saturday
morning, thanks to the directions from a friend, and Past
Master of Eureka Lodge, we arrived just after they
started to open Lodge. Soon after the Master instructed
the Junior Deacont o A CIl ear t he
point we, with about four others were presented at the
Alter and asked to take a seat among the Brethren.

A few minutes later the Worshipful Master asked for any
Visiting Past or current Masters to approach the East. At
this time WB Cogan and | were accorded chairs in the
East, which is where we witnessed as good a Master
Mason Degree and lecture as either of us have seen.

After the Lodge was closed, around 2 PM we were
invited to refreshments in a lower lever room, where we
were asked to join the Masters of the three Lodges that
had candidates at the Head Table, after Lunch WB
Cogan thanked the Masters and Brethren for their
courtesies and hospitality. Our Worshipful Master then
extended an invitation to them to join us on any 2™ or 4"
Friday.

This was a very enjoyable event!

Fraternally,
Donald A. Ritchie, PM
Senior Warden

an

Brethren:

Acacia Lodge has gone Hi-tech with their lecture
program and when you see this presentation you will be
proud.

I'm sure some senior Masons have seen lectures given by
alluding to an oil skin tapestry with emblems on it
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hanging on a wall, or a canvas on the floor, or an archaic
slide projector or maybe no emblems at all, | have also
many times, but your Lodge now has a new projector,
laptop computer and a PowerPoint presentation and
DVD and they are very nice to say the least. Thanks to a
brother from Golden Gate Lodge in Chagrin Falls, who
uses the power point format, we can now coordinate the
appropriate slide with the lecturer.

We are getting candidates and are doing all we can to
leave a deep and lasting impression on them of the deep
impressions of our lectures and teachings. 1 need you to
come back to help in teaching our moral lessons and this
innovation will help.

I've mentioned before that we have a sound-system that
has the capability of producing clear messages by the
use of lapel mikes. Those of you who have impaired
hearing no longer have an excuse that you can't hear. So
now my brethren you can sit and enjoy lectures by
watching clear pictures and hear what those pictures
represent.

At one of our last meetings an important member, after
witnessing our conferral commented "how proud he was
to be member of Acacia #651".

EPOMEAN ENJOY AND @i iIFcYQU AGREE.
Fraternally,

Tom E. Daly, Jr., KYCH
Lecture Director

Need a Ride?

If you are in need of a ride to come to lodge please call
Jim Cogan at 440-257-6964 and arrangements will be
made to pick you up. This is my home phone; please
|l eave a message if |

From the South

THE TABLE LODGE
A RICH HERITAGE

The observance of Masonic festivals, such as the
Feasts of the Holy Sts. John, is one of the noble
old traditions of our Craft that has been allowed
to fall into disuse in the Twenty-First Century. In the
belief that the festive occasions could be revived to the
enlightenment and pleasure of the Brethren, the
ritualistic observance and the suggested Grand Lodge
program are observed. It contemplates the use of a
Lodge for Table Instruction (usually known as a TABLE
LODGE), another time-honored tradition unfamiliar to
some Ohio Masons.

The earliest Aritual o of
and elaborate. In a modified form a similar ceremony
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was then used in England. The ceremony suggested for
use in Ohio lodges is greatly abbreviated and simplified,
but retains all the significance of former times.

The Table Lodge is no mere banquet with entertainment;
it is a special Lodge ceremony in itself, with a ritual,
formalities and special terminology which is of some
interest. Particular care is taken, therefore, to see that
the observance is conducted in the proper spirit of the
occasion, with the utmost dignity and decorum.

Traditionally, Freemasonry has two great festivals, the
Feast of St. John the Baptist, (June 24), and the Feast of
St. John the Evangelist, (December 27).

The summer festival is an ideal time for a called meeting
of the Lodge to confer a degree-particularly the Entered
Apprentice degree-in late afternoon, followed by a Table
Lodge in the dining room. The newly initiated EA thus
would be admitted at once to rich Masonic fellowship.

Our Worshipful Master has scheduled a Table Lodge,
with Entered Apprentice degree, for June 13, 2008. The
Entered Apprentice degree will start at 5:00pm, in the
Lodge room, followed by the Festive Board, with dinner,
beginning at 6:30pm.

We are planning for only 60 reservations, since a Table
Lodge should be kept small and intimate. A decision
has been made to offer the reservations to Acacia Lodge
members only. If we do not receive the 60 reservations
from Acacia Lodge Members by May 9, 2008 we will
open up the remaining reservations to our sister Lodges
in the district.

The cost will be $5.00, paid in advance, for the dinner
and a memento of the occasion for you to take with you
after the Table Lodge.

Please call me at 440-248-3497 or your Worshipful
Master, James Cogan, 440-257-6964 for a Table Lodge
reservation.

We look forward to seeing you at the June 13, 2008
Table Lodge and Entered Apprentice degree.

Fraternally,
Robert J. Hibjan, JW

I SAID, | HAVE AND IN MY DAY

BEFORE THE ALL SEEING SUN

| PLAYED IN THE RUBBLE WITH JUBALA
JUBILO AND JUBALUM.

HE SHOUTED, DON'T LAUGH AT THE WORK MY SON
IT'S GOOD AND SWEET AND TRUE

AND IF YOU'VE TRAVELED AS YOU SAID

YOU SHOULD GIVE THESE THINGS A DUE.

THE WORK, THE SIGN, THE TOKEN,
THE SWEET MASONIC PRAYER.

THE VOW THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN
YOU HAVE CLIMBED THE INNER STAIR.

THE WAGES OF A MASON

ARE NEVER PAID IN GOLD

BUT THE GAIN COMES FROM CONTENTMENT
WHEN YOU'RE WEAK AND GROWING OLD.

YOU SEE I'VE CARRIED MY OBLIGATIONS

FOR ALMOST 50 YEARS

IT HAS HELPED ME THROUGH THE HARDSHIPS
AND THE FAILURES FULL OF TEARS.

NOW I'M LOSING MY MIND AND BODY
DEATH IS NEAR BUT | DON'T DESPAIR
I'VE LIVED MY LIFE UPON THE LEVEL
AND I'M DYING ON THE SQUARE

SOMETIMES THE GREATEST LESSONS
ARE THOSE THAT ARE LEARNED ANEW
AND THE OLD MAN IN THE PARK TODAY
HAS CHANGED MY POINT OF VIEW

TO ALL MY MASONIC BROTHERS
THE ONLY SECRET IS TO CARE
MAY YOU LIVE UPON THE LEVEL
AND PART UPON THE SQUARE.

Author Unknown

Sent to us by WB Bob Moore

THE OLD MASTERS WAGES

| MET A DEAR OLD MAN TODAY

WHO WORE A MASONIC PIN

IT WAS OLD AND FADED LIKE THE MAN
IT'S EDGES WERE WORN AND THIN

| APPROACHED THE PARK BENCH WHERE HE SAT
TO GIVE THE OLD BROTHER HIS DO

I SAID, "I SEE YOU'VE TRAVELED EAST

HE SAID, "I HAVE, HAVE YOU"?

On this our 64" anniversary of the D-day invasion it is
appropriate to remember those who have given some and
some who have given all!

Franklin D. Roosevelt i D-Day Prayer

This is the prayer originally entitled "Let Our Hearts Be Stout"
written by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as Allied troops
were invading German-occupied Europe during World War II.
The prayer was read to the nation on radio on the evening of
D-Day, June 6, 1944, while American, British and Canadian
troops were fighting to establish beach heads on the coast of
Normandy in France.

The previous night, June 5, the President had also been on the
radio to announce that Allied troops had entered Rome. The
spectacular news that Rome had been liberated was quickly
surpassed by news of the gigantic D-Day invasion which
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began at 6:30 a.m. on June 6. By midnight about 57,000
American and 75,000 British and Canadian soldiers had gotten
ashore. Allied losses on D-Day included 2,500 killed and
8,500 wounded.

My Fellow Americans:

Last night, when | spoke with you about the fall of Rome, |
knew at that moment that troops of the United States and
our Allies were crossing the Channel in andter and
greater operation. It has come to pass with success thus
far.

And so, in this poignant hour, | ask you to join with me in
prayer:

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our nation, this day
have set upon a mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve
our Republic, our religion, and our civilization, and to set
free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their arms,
stoutness to their hearts, steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be long and
hard. For the enemy is strong. He may hurl back our
forces. Success may not come with rushing speed, but we
shall return again and again; and we know that by Thy
grace, and by the righteousness of our cause, our sons will
triumph.

They will be sore tried, bynight and by day, without rest--
until the victory is won. The darkness will be rent by noise
and flame. Men's souls will be shaken with the violences of
war.

For these men are lately drawn from the ways of peace.
They fight not for the lust of conquest.They fight to end
conqguest. They fight to liberate. They fight to let justice
arise, and tolerance and goodwill among all Thy people.
They yearn but for the end of battle, for their return to the
haven of home.

Some will never return. Embrace these, Fatherand
receive them, Thy heroic servants, into Thy kingdom.

And for us at home-- fathers, mothers, children, wives,
sisters, and brothers of brave men overseas, whose
thoughts and prayers are ever with them- help us,
Almighty God, to rededicate ourselvesn renewed faith in
Thee in this hour of great sacrifice.

Many people have urged that | call the nation into a single
day of special prayer. But because the road is long and the
desire is great, | ask that our people devote themselves in a
continuance ofprayer. As we rise to each new day, and
again when each day is spent, let words of prayer be on
our lips, invoking Thy help to our efforts.

Give us strength, too-- strength in our daily tasks, to
redouble the contributions we make in the physical and the
material support of our armed forces.

And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to
bear sorrows that may come, to impart our courage unto
our sons wheresoever they may be.
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And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in Thee; faith in
our sors; faith in each other; faith in our united crusade.
Let not the keeness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the
impacts of temporary events, of temporal matters of but
fleeting moment-- let not these deter us in our
unconquerable purpose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the unholy forces
of our enemy. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and
racial arrogances. Lead us to the saving of our country,
and with our sister nations into a world unity that will

spell a sure peace- a peace invulneable to the schemings
of unworthy men. And a peace that will let all of men live

in freedom, reaping the just rewards of their honest toil.

Thy will be done, Almighty God.
Amen.
Franklin D. Roosevelt- June 6, 1944

Newsletter Editor and Information

Editor: James R. Cogan i 440-257-6964
Email: coganj@sbcglobal.net
Lodge Website:www.acacia651.org

If you would like to receive your Lodge Newsletter by
email please send your email address to the editor.

Consent Agenda

On April 11 Acacia Lodge started a consent agenda
process for some of our normal activity. A consent
agenda is a practice by which the mundane and non-
controversial action items are organized apart from the
rest of the agenda and approved as a group with the
consent of the Lodge. Consent agendas are used to save
meeting time and to help ensure that Lodge meetings
focus on substantive topics that are worth discussion and
participation by our members.

It is therefore, the recommendation of the Worshipful
Master to post all unread minutes at the sign-in table for
our members to review prior to the opening of Lodge.
During the meeting the Master will ask for any additions
or corrections to the minutes. After any alterations the
minutes will stand approved as written or corrected.

Any questions regarding the Consent Agenda should be
directed to the Worshipful Master.

Fraternally,
James R. Cogan Sr.
Worshipful Master

Remember our service men and women in your thoughts
and prayers. Especially our brothers!



Brother

Wor. Bro. Carl Behm
Bro. George Huston, Senior Steward
Bro. Richard B. Payne

Passed
3-14-2008
3-14-2008
3-30-2008
They rest from their labors.

Acacia Lodge Officers
200771 2008

May 23 Stated Meeting i MM Degree or FC
Degree

June 13 Table Lodge T Reservations Required
see article.

June 20 Special Meeting T MM Degree if
candidate is ready.

June 21 Bicentennial Parade in Columbus i
Buses available i See article.

June 27 Stated Meeting i Past Masters Night at
7:00 PMT MM Degree.

July 10 Masonic Night at Progressive Field i

The Grand Master of Ohio will throw
out the first pitch T Tickets at $12 each
from the Blue Lodge Associations.

Special Dates:

May 11 Mot her 6a Day

May 17 Armed Forces Day

May 26 Memorial Day

June 14 Flag Day

June 15 Fat her 6s Day

July 4 Independence Day

New Candidates are needed and welcome 0

help us make a good man better.

W. M. - JamesR. Cogan, P.M., 440-257-6964,
coganj@sbcglobal.net
S. W. - Don Ritchie, P.M., 216-731-3030,
dritchie@dr.com
J. W. - Robert J. Hibjan, PDDGM, 440-248-3497,
rhib@sbcglobal.net
S. D. - Mark Novak, 216-406-5856,
man0579@aol.com
J. D. - John Beres, 440-442-0956,
KI8IF_JB@ameritech.net
S.S.-
J. S. - John Wood, 216-341-3673
Tyler - Michael Turjanica, 440-442-1371
Secretary - William H. Dornback 111 P.M., 440-585-
84009, billd21@juno.com
Treasurer - Terry J. MacDonald PDDGM, 440-449-
1589, mdonald44@sbcglobal.net
Chaplain - Tom Daly Jr., P.M.
L.E.O. - Craig A. Niederriter, 440-884-1367,
lowhorseman@aol.com
Marshall - N. Allen Paynter, P.M., 216-381-0614
Lecture Dir. - Tom Daly Jr. P.M., 440-942-9426,
tomedalyjr@netzero.net
TRESTLE -BOARD
May 6 Officers Meeting - 6:30 p.m. at W.B.
Jim Cogandés home.
May 9 Stated Meeting i Fellow Craft Degree
and Exam i Corned Beef Sandwiches.
May 17 Grand Masters Reception i Acacia

Lodge is the sponsor for RWB Terry
Posey, Senior Grand Warden

QUOTATIONS FROM FAMOUS MASONS WHO
WERE MILITARY LEADERS

"l learned that good judgment comes from experience
and that experience gws out of mistakes."

- Bro. Omar N. Bradley, General, U.S. Army; "The
Soldier's General”, West Point Lodge No. 877 F.&

A.M., Highland Falls, NY, USA

"As you know that the Credit of the Service depends not
only on dealing fairly with the men Employedtirbut

on their belief that they are and will be fairly dealt

with."

- Bro. John Paul Jones, Founder and first admiral of the

U.S. Navy, St. Bernard's Kilwinning Lodge No. 122

(now St. Cuthbert No. 41), Kirkudbright, Scotland

"No man is entitled to thielessings of freedom unless he
be vigilant in its preservation."

- Bro. Douglas MacArthur, U.S. General of the Army,
Manila Lodge No. 1, Manila, Philippines

"There is no such thing as bravery; only degrees of
fear."

- Bro. Jonathan M. Wainwright, U.S. General of the
Bataan Peninsula, WWII, Union Lodge No. 7 AF.&
A.M., Junction City, KS, USA
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Mehr Licht!
Number 167 17 April 14, 2008
The Silent Summons

A member of a certain Lodge, who previously attended
meetings regularly, stopped going.

After a few months, the Worshipful Master decided to
visit him. It was a chilly evening, and the Worshipful
Master found his brother at home alone, sitting before a
blazing fire.

Guessing the reason for the Worshipful Master's visit,
the brother welcomed him, led him to a comfortable
chair near the fireplace and waited.

The Worshipful Master made himself comfortable, but
said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the
dance of the flames around the burning logs.

After several minutes, the Worshipful Master took the
fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember
and placed it to one side of the hearth, all alone. Then he
sat back in his chair, still silent.

His host watched all of this in quiet contemplation. As
the one, lone ember's flame flickered and diminished,
there was a momentary glow, and its fire was no more.

Soon, it was cold and dead.

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting.
The Worshipful Master glanced at his watch and chose
this time to leave.

He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember, and
placed it back in the middle of the fire.

Immediately, it began to glow once more, with all the
light and warmth of the burning coals around it.

As the Worshipful Master reached the door to leave, his
host said, with a tear running down his cheek, "Thank
you so much for your fiery summons, my brother. I'll be
back in our Lodge next meeting."”

art of 1iwvi
adjusting to
More Light T Mehr Licht ©, Masonic Matters © and
T.FS. ©

Fraternally,
Ed Halpaus

Words to live by:A T h e
constantly

James R. Cogan
6130 Thistlewood Drive
Mentor OH 44060
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