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From The East 
Dear Brethren, 

I hope all of you have enjoyed a great 
summer.  My summer went by too fast as 
my wife and I took on the task of 
completely remodeling our kitchen.  

Needless to say we were camping “inside” for 
almost two months.  I wish to thank WB James 
Price and his wife Jean for hosting this year’s 
Acacia summer picnic.  It was a great time with 
delicious food.  The burgers and hot dogs were a 
little well done but I couldn’t complain as I was the 
chef.  I wish we would have had a better turn out.  I 
also attended Collinwood Lodge’s day at the 
Captains Ballpark (Lake County Captains, Indians 
minor league baseball team).  It was a fun time, 
with good food and great seats to watch a baseball 
game. 

Just like last year when I took office, we will hit the 
ground running when we reconvene Lodge 
September 14th.  The theme for this meeting is 
“Show and Tell”.  I hope we have several Brethren 
bring their Masonic memorabilia to display during 
Lodge and then giving a little talk about the items 
you brought.  Our Lodge Education officer, Brother 
Craig Niederriter is planning an educational 
program as well that evening.  On September 28th, 
our second stated meeting in September, we are 
planning on conferring the EA degree on three 
candidates.  I am calling a special time to start 
Lodge at 6:00 p.m.  We will confer the degrees on 
two Brethren.  At 7:30 p.m., our normal meeting 
time we will call the meeting open to conduct any 
and all business and confer the third EA degree.  
The Lecture and Charge will be given to all three 
candidates following the last conferral.  

October 12th we will be conferring the MM degree 
on Brother W. Robb Bartholomew at a special night 
where we will have a joint meeting with Heights 
Lion Heart Lodge in Lyndhurst.  I am looking 

forward to that day as Brother Robb has been a 
great candidate and has a special connection with 
Acacia Lodge, following in his Grandfathers 
footsteps.  October 26th we catch our breath and 
have a nice Lodge Education Night planned, will 
discuss business of the Lodge and the officers will 
move up one station.  In between meetings, I and 
our other Lodge Officers will be attending the 
Grand Lodge Communication.  I am happy to report 
that Acacia Lodge has qualified for the Grand 
Master’s Award this year.  I am looking forward to 
receiving the award and sharing it with our 
members at Lodge. 

Finally, we have several new members and the 
potential for several more.  Please come to Lodge 
and welcome them and help take part in bringing 
new light in their lives and furthering it in ours.  
There are several Acacia Brethren that that I have 
not met yet which troubles me and leaves me 
wondering what I may have done wrong.  Acacia 
needs support and it must start with its members.   

See you soon. 

Warmest Regards, Fraternally, 

Brother Ted Daly, W.M. 

 

"Success is going from failure to failure without losing 
your enthusiasm." - Abraham Lincoln 
 

 

"Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can." 
- John Wesley 
 
 

"To err is human; to forgive, infrequent." - Franklin P. 
Adams 
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“A well known speaker started off his seminar by 
holding up a $20 bill. In the room of 200, he asked, ‘who 
would like this $20 bill?’ Hands started going up. He 
said, ‘I am going to give this $20 to one of you but first, 
let me do this.’ He proceeded to crumple the dollar bill 
up. He then asked, ‘who still wants it?’ Still the hands 
were up in the air. Well, he replied, ‘What if I do this?’ 
And he dropped it on the ground and started to grind it 
into the floor with his shoe. He picked it up, now 
crumpled and dirty. “Now who still wants it?’ Still the 
hands went into the air.  
 
‘My friends, you have all learned a very valuable lesson. 
No matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it 
because it did not decrease in value. It was still worth 
$20. Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, 
and ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and 
the circumstances that come our way. We feel as though 
we are worthless. But no matter what has happened or 
what will happen, you will never lose your value: dirty 
or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still 
priceless to those who love you. The worth of our lives 
comes not in what we do or who we know, but by who 
we are. You are special - Don't ever forget it.” 
 
There is nobody like You! 
 

From the West: 

Brethren, 

As we start our fraternal activity after a 
very nice summer, we are looking forward 
to an extremely busy calendar.  You can 
see from the Master’s article that the next 

two months are filled with new candidates.  And, a joint 
meeting of Acacia Lodge and Heights Lion Heart Lodge 
at the Lyndhurst Temple, we will be raising our very 
own Brother Rob Bartholomew.  This will be an 
enjoyable event and one you should plan on attending.   

We are looking at holding two fund raisers this year for 
various charities.  The first will take place in November 
where you can order merchandise over the internet and 
have it delivered to your home.  Acacia Lodge will 
receive a minimum of 30% of all sales.  This is a good 
time to purchase gifts for teachers, family and friends for 
the holidays.  A flyer will be sent to you with our next 
newsletter explaining everything.  Now is the time to 
make your list for this charitable event.   

The second fund raiser is more ambitious and will need 
everyone’s assistance to make it successful.  We would 
like to develop a DVD depicting Acacia Lodge’s history 
(almost a century in the making).  If we receive the 
cooperation from our members we will have a very 

entertaining product that we can sell with proceeds going 
to charity.   

To make this DVD I will need your help in the following 
areas: 

·  Information about the following lodges: 
Glennville Lodge #618, Windermere Lodge 
#627, Silver Cord Lodge # 651, Ornan Lodge # 
652 and James B. Ruhl Lodge #731.   

·  Photos, films, special activities and events from 
these lodges, stories and antidotes that would 
make for interesting viewing. (i.e. table lodges, 
build of the temple, special events, etc.)  

·  Brothers to make up a committee to put this 
information together. 

·  Brothers with the expertise to make the DVD 

You can see that without your help we will not be able to 
make this a successful fund raiser.   

We are working on next year’s events. They should be 
formalized by our next newsletter.  The year is shaping 
up to be very busy and enjoyable.  Some of the events 
will be a Christmas Party, Table Lodge, Bus Trip, 
activities celebrating the 200th anniversary of the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio to mention a few.   

Plan on attending Acacia Lodge this year, I would like to 
meet you on the level.  

Stay well and enjoy your travels in life and masonry. 

Fraternally, 
James R. Cogan, PM,  
Senior Warden 
 

Websites of Interest: 

Radio-locator, www.radio-locator.com 
Welcome to Radio-Locator, the most comprehensive 
radio station search engine on the internet. We have 
links to over 10,000 radio station web pages and over 
2500 audio streams from radio stations in the U.S. and 
around the world. 
 
Classic Reader, www.classicreader.com 
Site offers a large collection of free classic books, plays, 
and short stories by authors such as Dickens, Austen, 
Shakespeare and many others. You can read, search and 
even add your own annotations to any of the classic 
books. A selection of author biographies and portraits 
are also made available. All functions of this site are free 
to use although some functions require free registration. 
This collection of classic stories currently contains 3226 
works of literature (including 1830 short stories) by 326 
authors 
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"The short words are best, and the old words are the best 
of all." - Winston Churchill 

 

Need a Ride? 

If you are in need of a ride to come to lodge please call 
Jim Cogan at 440-257-6964 and arrangements will be 
made to pick you up. This is my home phone, please 
leave a message if I don’t pick up when you call. 
 

From the South 

As a line officer in most lodges, it is a duty to 
attempt to write something for the newsletter. 
With each addition it becomes a little harder for 
me, as, although I most times have plenty to say, I 
don’t often have anything that is worthy of 

PRINT. 

My method of writing a newsletter article is usually to 
sit in front of my computer and type until I have enough 
words to edit down to something that somebody might 
be interested in. 

When I got the “call” to write my semi-monthly article 
for the September “Sprig of Acacia” I was in the 
processes of doing some work on the Al Koran Shrine 
website. 

The Acacia website committee, which I am also a 
member of, will be meeting soon to discuss some 
“upgrades” to our website, one thing that tends to 
“distress” me is the lack of use of the Bulletin Board 
System that is the offshoot of the BBS system(s) that 
were set up on the three websites that we administer. 
Because of SPAM submissions on the three BBS we 
decided to set up just one system with much more 
security then the first three.  This BBS system was set up 
on “4masons.org” with the intent of serving: Acacia 
Lodge, Al Koran Shrine, and the 22nd Masonic District 
of The Grand Lodge of Ohio, as well as any other 
Masonic group in northeast Ohio, that might be 
interested in this sort of exchange of information.  

The system currently has 18 registered users, with the 
last posting being made in April. It is my hope that this 
medium will be used by many of the masons in the area 
to exchange Masonic news and ideas in the coming 
“Mason season”   N.E.O. MASON BBS - Is an 
Invitation Only Board, this is how we keep the Spam to 
a minimum.  IF you are not currently a member of the 
“4masons.org” BBS system, simply e-mail me at 
dritchie@4masons.org and ask for an invitation, and I 
will sent it to you within one day. 

Fraternally, 
Don Ritchie PM, Junior Warden  
 

"I was always looking outside myself for strength and 
confidence but it comes from within. It is there all the 
time." - Anna Freud 
 
 

Something to think about! 

1. There are at least two people in this world that you 
would die for. 

2. At least 15 people in this world love you in some way. 

3. The only reason anyone would ever hate you is 
because they want to be just like you. 

4. A smile from you can bring happiness to anyone, even 
if they don't like you. 

5. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you before they 
go to sleep. 

6. You mean the world to someone. 

7. You are special and unique. 

8. Someone that you don't even know exists loves you. 

9. When you make the biggest mistake ever, something 
good comes from it. 

10. When you think the world has turned its back on you 
take another look. 

11. Always remember the compliments you received. 
Forget about the rude remarks. 

And always remember....when life hands you lemons, 
ask for tequila and salt and a friend over!  

Good friends are like stars. You don't always see them, 
but you know they are always there. 

I would rather have one rose and a kind word from a 
friend while I'm here than a whole truck load when I'm 
gone! 

 
The following is from the Alberta Grand Lodge Bulletin of 
1936: Alberta, Canada. This was written and published 71 
years ago. No matter how old you might be I think you will 
agree that 71 years is a long time, but when you read what is 
below I think you will also agree that some things have not 
changed all that much in all those years. When you read the 
following you will notice that the piece is as relevant today as 
it was when it was written. Brother Kevan Van Herd also 
reproduced this article in his book “A Collection of St. 
George’s Banner.”  Thanks Brother Kevan.  
 

Worthy and Well Qualified 
 
There is a growing feeling among thinking Freemasons 
that admission to the Order is too easy and that we have 
dissipated our strength in mere numbers. 
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True it is that the present apparent qualifications for 
admission are no more than are required for almost any 
organization of honest men who demand integrity, 
ability, and willingness to pay his way, as the principal 
needs of the initiate. 

But Freemasonry demands more than integrity of 
character and ability to pay. It demands a high 
intelligence, a desire for knowledge for its own sake, and 
that type of mentality which can prudently interpret 
symbols into everyday action, not only in the body of the 
lodge, but in the day to day business of life. 

Too many superlatively honest and kindly men are in 
our ranks with but a limited idea of what Freemasonry is 
trying to do, and too many good men have passed 
through these ranks bored with endless repetition of 
apparently idle ceremonies, failing to grasp the 
foundations of the personal and practical philosophy of 
life which the Masonic ritual strives to teach. 

Freemasonry may be, as is all too often the case, at fault 
in failing to properly instruct its neophytes, but if the 
material with which the teachers must work is missing; 
the chances of making Masons rather than lodge 
members is small. 

With a group of members whose ideal of Freemasonry is 
the endless conferring of degrees with only a limited 
understanding achieved of what the symbolism and 
language of these degrees are intended to convey, it is 
small wonder that eventually these same members 
imbued with exactitude of repetition as the final goal of 
perfection will, as officers, control the lodge and 
unwittingly drive from its ranks those who have caught 
something of the gleam. 

It seems, therefore, that "worthy and well qualified" 
shall require, not only sterling character and willingness 
to pay a material price, but the capacity to absorb, 
develop, and use and ancient philosophy, and the ability 
to find in the hoary old ceremonies a retreat to eternal 
truths far from the rampant materialism of our age. 
Initiates might be fewer, for such qualifications are not 
given to many, but of them the real Freemason is made. 
From - More Light – Mehr Licht ©, Masonic Matters © and T.F.S. ©  

 

Newsletter Editor and Information 

Editor:  James R. Cogan – 440-257-6964 
Email:   coganj@sbcglobal.net  
Lodge Website: www.acacia651.org  

If you would like to receive your Lodge Newsletter by 
email please send your email address to the editor. 

 
In Memorium 

Brother     Passed  
Bro. Andrew Molner  02-21-2007 

They rest from their labors. 

 

From The Directors Chair 
My Dear Brethren: 

In the latest issue of the Grand Lodge publication “The 
Beacon”, an article describes the symptoms of 
Alzheimer’s.  And, another article noted over half of our 
members are older then 65.  You do not have to be a 
magna cum laude to realize that we need youth in our 
lodges to govern and replace those passing.   

Having witnessed Alzheimer in my Mom and Dad, and 
now another in my family, I look at ways to forestall this 
illness.  The above mentioned article and other experts 
suggest that you should “jog your mind and perform 
tasks that will exercise your brain cells.” 

You have a great opportunity to “jog” your memory and 
help Acacia Lodge at the same time by joining our 
lecture teams.  Our teams have brethren from 20’s to 
90’s all learning a small part of the degree.  Some of the 
team have enjoyed this experience so much that they 
have gone on to learn additional lecture parts.  Some 
brethren learn these parts with little effort while others 
have to work hard to memorize their parts.  But time, 
patience and perseverance will accomplish these tasks.   

We are favored this year with a number of candidates 
that need to receive their degrees.  Our degrees have 
been divided to convey our moral lessons to these young 
men who are joining this great fraternity.   

I have contacted our lecture team to be prepared for this 
degree work.  Yet I know that there will be an 
emergency where one of the team will be unable to 
attend.  Therefore, I need backups to our current roster.  
These backups will only have to learn a small portion 
(couple of paragraphs) of the lecture.  This will make 
sure that the candidate receives the very best that our 
lodge can offer.   

Please contact me if you would like to impart a small 
portion of our moral lessons on our new candidates.  As 
the Lecture Director for Acacia Lodge I say to all our 
team “Well done our good and faithful servant!” 

Fraternally, 
Tom E. Daly Jr., P.M., KYCH 
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Secretary’s Corner 

We need your help in keeping our member 
database current.  Please remember to tell 
us when you move.  Contact me by phone  
(440) 585-8409, snail mail or email 

billd21@juno.com.   

Your Lodge Secretary, Bill Dornback III P.M. 
 

More Natural Highs  
Think about them one at a time BEFORE going on to the 
next one...  
IT DOES MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD, especially the 
thought at the end.  
1. Accidentally overhearing someone say something 

nice about you.  
2. Waking up and realizing you still have a few hours 

left to sleep.  
3. Your first kiss (either the very first or with a new partner).  
4. Making new friends or spending time with old ones.  
5. Playing with a new puppy.  
6. Having someone play with your hair.  
7. Sweet dreams.  
8. Hot chocolate.  
9. Road trips with friends  
10. Swinging on swings.  
11. Making eye contact with a cute stranger.  
12. Making chocolate chip cookies.  
13. Having your friends send you homemade cookies  
14. Holding hands with someone you care about.  
15. Running into an old friend and realizing that some 

things (good or bad) never change.  
16. Watching the expression on someone's face as they 

open a much desired present from you.  
17. Watching the sunrise.  
18. Getting out of bed every morning and being grateful 

for another beautiful day.  
19. Knowing that somebody misses you.  
20. Getting a hug from someone you care about deeply.  
21. Knowing you've done the right thing, no matter what 

other people think.  
22. Being Admired my someone special  
 
How to Tie the 10 Most Useful Knots  - 
www.motherearthnews.com 
Mother News presents this guide on how to tie the following 
knots: 1: Overhand Knot 2: Figure-eight Know 3: Reef 
(Square) Knot 4: Sheet (Becket) Bend 5: Carrick Bend 6: 
Bowline 7: Clove Hitch 8: Timber Hitch 9: Taut-line Hitch 10: 
Sheepshank.  

Acacia Lodge Officers 

2006 – 2007 

W. M.  -   Ted A. Daly. 440-974-1185. 
getedd@bright.net 

S. W.  -   James R. Cogan, P.M., 440-257-6964, 
coganj@sbcglobal.net 

J. W.  -   Don Ritchie, P.M., 216-731-3030, 
dritchie@dr.com 

S. D.  -   Bruce Turner, P.M., 440-338-1298, 
Tatsy39@aol.com 

J. D.  -   Mark Novak, 216-406-5856, 
man0579@aol.com 

S. S.  -   John Beres 

J. S.  -   John Wood 

Tyler  -   Michael Turjanica 

Secretary  -   William H. Dornback III P.M., 440-585-
8409, billd21@juno.com 

Treasurer  -   Terry J. MacDonald PDDGM, 440-449-
1589, mdonald44@sbcglobal.net 

Chaplain  -   Tom Daly Jr. , P.M. 

L.E.O.  -   Craig A. Niederriter, 440-884-1367, 
lowhorseman@aol.com 

Marshall  -   James R. Price, P.M. 

Lecture Dir. -   Tom Daly Jr. P.M., 440-942-9426, 
tomedalyjr@netzero.net 

 

TRESTLE-BOARD  

September 14 Stated Meeting – “Show and Tell” night 
September 28 Stated Meeting – EA Degree (three 

candidates) – Special start time 6:30 
p.m. 

October 12 Special Event Combined Stated Meeting 
with Heights Lion Heart Lodge at the 
Lyndhurst Temple.  MM Degree on 
Brother Robb Bartholomew 

October 19 - 20 Grand Lodge Communication 
October 26 Stated Meeting – Move up Night 
November 9 Annual Meeting and Election of 

Officers 
 

Special Dates: 
September 3 Labor Day 
October 8 Columbus Day  
November 4 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
November 11 Veterans' Day  
November 22 Thanksgiving Day 
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Famous Freemasons: 

Brown, Joe E. - Immensely popular actor with the BIG 
mouth!  

Cobb, Ty - U. S. baseball player and manager who was 
the first player elected to the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame.   

DeMille, Cecil B. - Film director. DeMille directed the 
first Hollywood film, The Squaw Man, in 1914. DeMille 
became the creative genius behind Paramount Pictures 
and was integral to Hollywood's development as the film 
capitol of the world. Two of his greatest film successes 
were The Ten Commandments (1923, remade 1956) and 
The Greatest Show on Earth(1952).  

Fields, W. C. - American entertainer known for his 
raspy voice, bulbous nose, and sardonic disposition. His 
films include My Little Chickadee (1940) and Never 
Give a Sucker an Even Break (1941). 

Hancock, John - One of nine Masons - and the first 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, he was 
President of the Continental Congress and served nine 
terms as Governor of Massachusetts. 

Jones, John Paul - Scottish born seaman, he became a 
naval hero and 'Father of the U. S. Navy'. He later 
commanded Russian naval ships in their war against the 
Ottoman empire. 

MacArthur, General Douglas - A former US Chief of 
Staff, he commanded the Allied Forces in the South 
Pacific during World War II. He promised the Filipino 
people "I shall return" to save them from the occupying 
Japanese Forces. He was ultimately removed from 
military leadership by another Mason, President Harry S. 
Truman. 

Young, Cy - American baseball player, he pitched for 
22 seasons and was, perhaps, the greatest pitcher in the 
history of the sport. He pitched the first 'perfect game' in 
modern baseball.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

James R. Cogan 

6130 Thistlewood Drive               

Mentor  OH  44060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        


