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Dir. - 
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TRESTLE-BOARD 

All stated meeting start at 7:30 PM unless 
otherwise indicated 

September 10 Stated Meeting – FC 

Degree – Past Masters 
Night – Hot Dog 

Dinner 

September 24 Stated Meeting  
October 3  Clam Bake 

October 8 Stated Meeting 

October 9  Possible Trip to PA 
Lodge 

October 15 – 16 Grand Lodge 

Communication – 
Dayton 

October 22 Stated Meeting – 

Chili Cook-off 
 

Special Dates: 

Sept. 6  Labor Day 

Septl 9  Rosh Hashanah 

Sept. 18  Yom Kippur 

From the East 

I hope all of you had a delightful summer recess. 

Acacia Lodge partnered with Theodore Breck Lodge #714 for a 

dual Lodge Picnic at Pioneer Water Park in Chardon, Ohio on 

July 17, 2010.  We had 130 people show up for the picnic and a 

great time was had by everyone.  The weather, food, facility’s, 

and amenities were enjoyed by all. A special THANK YOU goes out to 

John Wood, Jim Cogan, Jerry Dickerson, Kathy Hibjan, Robert Berteau, 

(Master of Theodore Breck Lodge), Robert Roffe, and Mark Novak and 

everyone else that worked behind the scenes.  Events like this, are not 

possible without everyone pulling together.  Thank’s to all the family’s 

that brought either an appetizer, side dish or desert to fill our hungry 

bellies. 

The all important Acacia Golf Outing was held at Green Ridge Golf 

Course, in Wickliffe, Ohio, on Saturday, August 14, 2010.  20 Golfers and 

more assembled to a beautiful day of golf and relaxation.  A free lunch 

was provided to all that attended whether they played golf or not.  Thank 

you John Wood and James Cogan for setting up the outdoor patio and for 

purchasing the food and for cooking.  Thanks to Jim and Pat Cogan for the 

Baked Beans and Kathy Hibjan for making her Home Made Potato Salad.  

Thanks John Wood for your special brew to relax anyone who needed 

relaxing.  Thanks to RWB James C. Matilo and W.B. Tom Park for 

offering their talents in keeping the golfers well hydrated by driving 

around the 9 holes to supply us all.  Thank You Brothers1 

Congratulations to the performance shot winners. Low Gross Winner – 

Chris LaRue, High Score – Dean Fisher,  Long Drive #8 hole – Jamie 

Cogan,  Closest to pin on #5 hole – Chet Scott, Long Putt #9 hole – Robert 

Hibjan.  I am looking forward to next year. 

September 10, 2010 will be the first meeting after summer break and will 

consist of a Past Master’s Night in the F.C. Degree, and Stated Business 

Meeting proceeded with a FREE Light Dinner starting at 6:00pm.  If you 

are a Past Master of Acacia Lodge and would like to participate in the 

degree, call me at 440-248-3497 and let me know.  No Tuxedo’s.  Attire 

for the evening will be Suit and Tie or business casual.  I have several 

positions available.  

September 24, 2010, Stated Business meeting, FC Degree with Bro. Mark 

Novak in charge as pro-tem Master. 

 

mailto:tdaly@oh.rr.com
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We have scheduled October 3, 2010 for our Lodge 

Clambake being held at AL KORAN TEMPLE, 

1000 E. Edgerton Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio 

in the OASIS ROOM.  A reservation form is printed 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  Please fill out the 

reservation / order form and send in your money 

with number attending.  If you are attending the 

Clam Bake, each family is asked to please bring a 

dessert.  Reservations are a must and in our hands 

by September 26, 2010. 

October 8, 2010 – Stated Meeting with MM Degree.  

Officers to wear Tuxedo’s. 

October 9 or 23, 2010 – Still working on a visitation 

to a Pennsylvania Lodge for MM degree. 

October 15, 16, 2010 – Grand Lodge in Dayton, 

Ohio.  A new Line of Grand Lodge Officers will be 

elected.  A very good possibility that the new Grand 

Master will come from our 22
nd

 Masonic District. 

October 22, 2010 – 6:00PM Annual Chili Cook-

Off.  Bring in your hot pot of homemade Chili; 

enough to feed 10 to 15 hungry Masons.  A taste 

testing table will be set up for each of you to test 

each batch and vote for your favorite.  BIG PRIZES 

are in the offing. Stated Meeting at 7:30PM. 

November 12, 2010 – Annual and Stated business 

meeting for report on Lodge statistics. Election of 

Officers for 2011 and Memorial Night. 

November 13, 2010 – Past Master Convocation and 

School of Instruction at Masonic Temple, 3615 

Euclid Ave., Cleveland, Ohio starting at 8:30AM. 

November 26, 2010 – Friday after Thanksgiving.  

NO MEETING. 

December 10, 2010 – Stated Meeting & Installation 

of Officers. 

That’s all for now. 

Hope to see you in Lodge. 

Fraternally, 

Robert J. Hibjan, WM 

Secretary’s Corner 

We need your help in keeping our member 

database current.  Please remember to tell 

us when you move.  Contact me by phone  

(440) 257-6964, snail mail or email 

coganj@sbcglobal.net   

Your Lodge Secretary, James R. Cogan, P.M. 

 
In Memorium 

Brother     Passed  

Brother James Derfel   06-18-2010 

Brother James L. Dye Jr.  07-30-2010 

Brother Fredrick C. Coble  08-05-2010 

RWB Terrance J. MacDonald  08-11-2010 

Brother Harvey Garrett  08-23-2010 
 

They rest from their labors. 
 

 

Newsletter Editor and Information 

Editor: James R. Cogan – 440-257-6964 

Email:  coganj@sbcglobal.net  

Lodge Website: www.acacia651.org  

If you would like to receive your Lodge Newsletter by email 

please send your email address to the editor. 
 

Need a Ride? 

If you are in need of a ride to come to lodge please call Jim 

Cogan at 440-257-6964 and arrangements will be made to 

pick you up. This is my home phone; please leave a message if 

I don’t pick up when you call. 
 

Happy moments, praise God.  
Difficult moments, seek God.  
Quiet moments,  worship God  
Painful moments,  trust God  
Ev ery moment, thank God.  
 

New Candidates are needed and welcome – help us make a 

good man better 

 

Lodge Education: 

On Sep 24
th

 Acacia’s Lodge Education program 

will be "How to use an external automatic 

defibulator (AED).  After our meeting, there will be 

CPR instruction and manikins for skill practice in 

the social hall.  An American Heart Association 

certified Instructor will be providing instruction and 

equipment. 

Craig Neiderrider 

Lodge Education Officer 

mailto:billd21@juno.com
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Reservation Form 
Clam Bake 

 

Date:  October 3, 2010 

Social Hour: 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Clam Bake: Starts at 4:30 p.m. 

Location: Al Koran Shrine 

  1000 E. Edgerton Road 

  Broadview Hts., OH 

Cost:  $25.00 per person  

 

Menu: 

 1 doz. Clams 

 Choice of Chicken or Steak 

 Choice of Baked White Potato or Sweet Potato 

 Corn on the Cob 

 Clam Chowder 

 Clam Broth 

 Rolls and Butter 

 Note: Extra Clams at $7.00 per dozen 
 

Come celebrate the Fall with friends, family and lodge 

brethren.   
 

Please make your reservations before September 26
th
 by 

sending your food selection and check to our lodge 

secretary James Cogan, 6130 Thistlewood Drive, 

Mentor, OH, 44060 
 

Please complete and mail with check made payable to 

“Acacia Lodge #651” with “Lodge Clam Bake” in the 

memo section.  
 

Name:  _________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  ________________________________  

 

Number Attending:  _____________________________ 

 

Food Choice: 

Steak ____________  Chicken ___________ 

White Potato __________  Sweet Potato _______ 

Extra Clams _________ 

 

 

 

WHAT DISEASE DID CURED HAM ACTUALLY HAVE?  

HOW IS IT THAT WE PUT MAN ON THE MOON BEFORE 

WE FIGURED OUT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO PUT 

WHEELS ON LUGGAGE?  

WHY IS IT THAT PEOPLE SAY THEY "SLEPT LIKE A 

BABY " WHEN BABIES WAKE UP LIKE EVERY TWO 

HOURS?  

Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put 

money in binoculars to look at things on the ground?  

IF THE PROFESSOR ON GILLIGAN'S ISLAND CAN MAKE 

A RADIO OUT OF A COCONUT, WHY CAN'T HE FIX A 

HOLE IN A BOAT?  

WHY DOES GOOFY STAND ERECT WHILE PLUTO 

REMAINS ON ALL FOURS?  THEY'RE BOTH DOGS!  

IF WILE E. COYOTE HAD ENOUGH MONEY TO BUY 

ALL THAT ACME CRAP, WHY DIDN'T HE JUST BUY 

DINNER?  

 

From the West 

The old Masonic saying is that we go ―dark‖ during 

the summer—that is, we don’t 

meet during July and August.  

Indeed, as I write this, I have not 

had the pleasure of joining with 

you to open a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, 

Fellow Crafts, or Master Masons since June.  That 

does not mean, however, that the ―light‖ of Acacia 

brotherhood was extinguished during that time.   

In July, we had a fantastic turnout at Pioneer Water 

Park, just east of Chardon.  It was truly a family 

affair, and I enjoyed meeting so many of your 

friends and family.  And while I did not venture into 

the water like some, there were plenty of things to 

do while staying dry.  The batting cages and driving 

ranges were my personal favorites, but there was 

truly something for everyone there.  Special thanks 

to Right Worshipful Bro. Robert Hibjan and 

Worshipful Brothers Jim Cogan and Bob Roffe for 

making sure no one went hungry by keeping the 

barbeque going.  Thanks also to all who brought 

appetizers and desserts.  You had to be there at the 

Pavillion to appreciate how much food there was!  

It was also fun to share the afternoon with the 

Brethren of Theodore Breck Lodge, who came all 

the way from Brecksville to join us. 

Our other big summer event played out a few weeks 

ago at Green Ridge Golf Course in Wickliffe, Ohio.  

Acacia brethren, friends, and guests divided 

themselves into several foursomes and braved nine 

holes of golf that morning.  A special 

congratulations to one of our newest brethren, Chris 

LaRue, who recorded the best score.  After 

everyone was finished, we enjoyed another fantastic 

picnic lunch by the clubhouse.  I think it safe to say 

that a good time was had by all. 

Finally, I would like to extend another thank you to 

all who joined us in cleaning and painting our shed 

outside the Temple.  Many hands make lighter 



 Page 4 

work, and with our turnout, we accomplished a lot 

in just a few hours.  The outside of the shed 

received a much-needed fresh coat of paint and we 

created more room on the inside of the shed than 

any of us thought possible.  If you weren’t there, I 

encourage you take a peek inside at our next 

meeting—you won’t believe your eyes.  If we 

wanted to, we could probably fit a pool table in 

there with all the extra space. 

With all that behind us, I am looking forward to 

going from refreshment to labor this fall.  I hope to 

see everyone there! 

Senior Warden, 

Mark Novak 

 

Special Thank You! – Cleaning and Painting 

On Saturday August 21
st
 the below Masons and 

family gathered at the Euclid Masonic Temple to 

clean out, organize and paint our shed.  This was 

accomplished in very high heat with many hands in 

harmony and joy.  Brother Jerry Dickerson worked 

in our storage room and hung our staffs on our 

wooden cabinet.  Also, he hung the lodge charter in 

the lodge room where it belongs.  

 

The cleaning detail of WM Bob Hibjan, WB Jim 

Cogan, WB Al Paynter, WB Bob Roffe and Bro. 

John Wood were able clean out the inside and 

rearrange the cabinets to give us more space in a 

very organized manner.   

 

Our painting detail of Bro. Mike Kerestesy and his 

lovely wife, Selina, and Bro. Mark Novak scraped 

and painted the shed in fine fashion.   

You will notice that this appears to be a government 

job with more supervisors then workers.  But 

everyone did a great job and enjoyed lunch and 

refreshments after the work was completed.   

 

 

Again, thanks to everyone who helped.   

 

From the South, 

Brethren, we will be back to lodge soon 

and our schedule is as busy as ever.  We 

will start with a Fellow Craft Degree that 

will have Past Masters in all the stations 

and places (let’s see if they still remember).  

Also, we have five candidates that will 

need to give their exams and take their next 

step in Freemasonry in the near future.   
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When you look at the schedule of events and 

meetings you will see that there is something for 

everyone.  We hope to see you at one of our events.  

Should you need a ride please call the Secretary.   

Fraternally, 

Ted Daly, PM 

Junior Warden 
 

 

From our Brother in Texas: 

Brother Bil Montague is an officer in Goliad Lodge in 

the great state of Texas.  He is a member of the Shrine 

and belongs to the Victoria Shrine Club "Fire Patrol".  

Their group is pictured in front of the hotel in 

Fredricksburg.  ―We ventured three hours North to the 

Hill Country for their County Fair Parade.  We had 

about an 1/8 of a mile of different Shrine clubs from all 

around the state, made for a good showing.  We had 

seven (7) of our little ones (mine-fire trucks) like mine 

I'm sitting on plus a Big One and one old Crosley that 

was made into a Fire Truck.‖ Bro. Bil reports. 
 

 

 

Puns 

The ability to make and understand puns is considered to be 

the highest level of language development. Here are 10 

winners in the International Pun Contest:  

1. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. 

The stewardess looks at him and says, "I'm sorry, sir, only 

one carrion allowed per passenger." 

2. Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other 

and says, "Dam!" 

3. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a 

fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once 

again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too. 

4. Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, "I've lost my 

electron." The other says, "Are you sure?" The first 

replies "Yes, I'm positive." 

5. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain 

during a root canal? His goal: transcend dental 

medication. 

6. A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and 

were standing in the lobby discussing their recent 

tournament victories. After about an hour, the manager 

came out of the office and asked them to disperse. "But 

why?", they asked, as they moved off. "Because," he said, 

"I can't stand chess-nuts boasting in an open foyer." 

7. A woman has twins and gives them up for adoption. One 

of them goes to a family in Egypt and is named "Ahmal." 

The other goes to a family in Spain; they name him 

"Juan." Years later, Juan sends a picture of himself to his 

birth mother. Upon receiving the picture, she tells her 

husband that she wishes she also had a picture of Ahmal. 

Her husband responds, "They're twins! If you've seen 

Juan, you've seen Ahmal." 

8. A group of friars were behind on their belfry payments, so 

they opened up a small florist shop to raise funds. Since 

everyone liked to buy flowers from the men of God, a 

rival florist across town thought the competition was 

unfair. He asked the good fathers to close down, but they 

would not. He went back and begged the friars to close. 

They ignored him. So, the rival florist hired Hugh 

MacTaggart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town 

to "persuade" them to close. Hugh beat up the friars and 

trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close 

up shop. Terrified, they did so, thereby proving that only 

Hugh can prevent florist friars. 

9. Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of 

the time, which produced an impressive set of calluses on 

his feet. He also ate very little, which made him rather 

frail and, with his odd diet, he suffered from bad breath. 

This made him (Oh, man, this is so bad, it's good) a super 

calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis. 

10. And finally, there was the person who sent ten different 

puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns 

would make them laugh.------No pun in ten did  

 

Play Masonry 

Let this be the term to start you in action to come back to 

lodge.  In baseball the umpire says ―Play Ball’ or ―Batter Up‖ 

or in auto racing ―Gentlemen start your engines:‖ or in hockey 

the referee drops the puck, blows his whistle and boy do they 

go into action.   

So I’m saying as your lecture director, ―play masonry‖  

For you to go into action your first move is to get permission 

from your wife or family to push you out the door.   

Your next move is to renew old friendships by greeting your 

brother masons in Lodge.  Then you inquire as to what you 

can do to help. 

The Tyler may suggest that you can help set up the lodge by 

distributing aprons and jewels to the proper station. ―You may 

need advice from a learned brother‖.   

The stewards may need help in setting up tables for 

refreshments.  You can then relax and balance the boat by 

filling up both sides of the lodge room to give the appearance 
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of having a good crowd.  You should be attentive and keep the 

chatter to a minimum.  

After closing you could assist putting the jewels and aprons 

and other furniture away while some are helping stewards 

preparing to dole out refreshments.   

After all are filled with food, the able members help clean up 

while the real old brothers watch. 

Now this is a good example of why Acacia Lodge #651 is one 

of the more active lodges.  Team Work. 

You could be a part of it.  In closing this article, after you have 

joined our team and I observe your sincere attitude I might 

give you the opportunity to participate in our award winning 

lecture team.  If you reach the plateau of being a lecturer, 

don’t be disappointed that you only have small parts to 

memorize.   

Your Lecture Director, 

Tom E. Daly Jr., KYCH 
 
 

"The only thing that overcomes hard luck is hard work."- 

Harry Golden 

 

"My future starts when I wake up every morning. Every day I 

find something creative to do with my life." - Miles Davis 

 
 

Sermons We See  

Edgar Guest 

 

I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day; 

I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way. 

The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear, 

Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear; 

And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds, 

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs. 

 

I soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run. 

And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true, 

But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do; 

For I might misunderstand you and the high advise you give, 

But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live. 

 

When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind. 

When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind 

Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me 

To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be. 

And all travelers can witness that the best of guides today 

Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way. 

 

One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold; 

One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told. 

Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear, 

For right living speaks a language which to every one is clear. 

Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say, 

I'd rather see a sermon than to hear one, any day. 

. 

 

 

 

James R. Cogan 

6130 Thistlewood Drive  

Mentor  OH  44060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


